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New Hampshire’s Sizzling Striper Season
New Hampshire’s striped bass season is HOT, HOT, HOT this year. Fishermen, who have chased the line-siders around the state waters for decades, say they can’t remember a year that was as good as this year.

As predicted by New Hampshire Fish and Game Marine biologist Doug Grout, there are tons of fish in a variety of size ranges. A record hatch year just a couple years ago has filled the waters with lots of schoolie bass in the mid-teen length range. Huge schools of these fish have been feasting on the plentiful supplies of the smaller bait fish normally found in Great Bay and harbors.
The next size rang, which seem to be very abundant this year, are fish running in the mid twenty inch range. It seems like most of these fish fall below the minimum 28 inch keeper size fish. These fish readily take most of the baits and lures usually used by striper fishermen. By early June fishermen were catching huge numbers of these fish in a single outing.
To top off this superb fisheries, you can also add good numbers of the stripers hatched in 1993, the last record hatch year. These fish are now in the 32 to 40 inch range! These monstrous fish actually chased the spring run of river herring all the way up to the tidal dams. There were numerous reports of stripers in the 40 inch range caught right in New Market and Exeter just below the dams. It now seems as though these fish have dropped back down towards the sea to gorge themselves on the mackerel schools.
Party boat fishermen as well as sport boat fishermen have had a phenomenal year catching giant cod as well. Numerous catches of fish up to the 50 pound range have been reported in May and June. The ground fish population seems to be on the rebound.

Recent reports also indicate that there are good numbers of flounders to be caught in the harbors. By mid June blue fish unexpectedly showed up out at the Isle of Shoals. They seemed to be a bit ahead of schedule this year.

All in all this is looking like a banner year on New Hampshire’s coast. These ARE the good old days. Be sure to get in on the action this summer and head down for some super striper fishing. To get the latest salt water fishing information log on to www.nhfishandwildlife.com.
